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Dear President-Elect Trump, 

Our team shares your Administration's priorities around unleashing American economic growth, 
revitalizing our manufacturing sector, fostering energy security and prosperity, and promoting a 
foreign policy that serves American security interests. At the Center for Climate & Trade, we are 
focused on addressing global emissions by promoting those interests first. In our work, we 
collaborate with industry and civil society to advance trade policies that bolster American 
manufacturers and establish a pro-growth American agenda-which will lead to lower global 
emissions. 

We are looking ahead to five priority areas to strengthen U.S. trade policy: 

• Boost American manufacturers by leveraging their competitive advantages.
• Hold China, Russia, and others accountable.
• Strengthen supply chains for critical minerals and other resources.
• Leverage strategic foreign investment to support economic and geopolitical interests.
• Ensure fair treatment of U.S. firms under foreign trade policies. 

Global competition is turning more to economic might than military might. Challenging the U.S.'s 
main competitor-China-requires reasserting American leadership in the global economy, 
boosting domestic manufacturing, and building strong strategic relationships with international 
partners, including developing and emerging markets. 

Please consider us a partner and resource in advancing these priorities: 

Boost manufacturing by leveraging American manufacturers' competitive advantage. 

U.S. manufacturers have invested in innovative processes, modern facilities, and a 
sophisticated workforce to produce high-quality industrial and consumer goods with 44% fewer 
emissions than their competitors, on average; we call this a "carbon advantage." In fact, U.S. 
firms are 3x more carbon efficient than those in China. This carbon advantage can be leveraged 
to level the playing field for American firms and penalize pollution-intensive foreign firms. A tariff 
modeled to account for differences in the pollution intensity of production can boost domestic 
manufacturing, nearly double profits for domestic firms, and cut imports by half. Further, we 
believe such a tariff would give the U.S. leverage to secure favorable trade deals, encouraging 
allies to follow our lead and fostering a more competitive global market for U.S. manufacturers 
over high-emitting countries. 

Hold China, Russia, and others accountable. 

American firms are forced to compete against actors that flood the market with low-priced goods 
through a series of non-market practices, including inadequate environmental and labor 
standards, and IP and technology theft. The global market rewards them for doing so. Thus far, 
the U.S. has failed to mobilize global partners to adequately address these market distortions 








