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1. Executive summary 

1.1. Introduction 

The United States (US) and the European Union (EU) announced on 31st October 2021 

a re-establishment of transatlantic trade flows in steel and aluminium1, and plan to 

address shared challenges in the steel and aluminium sectors. Both parties committed to 

joint action through a “Global Arrangement on Sustainable Steel and Aluminium” (GASSA) 

to tackle global “non-market excess capacity”2. As part of this “reset”, the immediate 

measures were the lifting of Section 232 US tariffs allowing duty-free importation of EU steel 

and aluminium at a historical-based volume and the suspension of related EU tariffs on US 

products. At the time of writing in October 2022, US-EU negotiations in relation to this trade 

agreement are ongoing, and the exact mechanisms to be used to achieve these goals are 

undetermined. 

A key potential policy tool available to policymakers to achieve the goals set out in 

the US-EU the agreement is a border carbon adjustment (BCA), i.e. a specific levy 

charged on the carbon embodied3 in imported products associated with the manufacture of 

traded goods. The impact of a BCA will depend in part on market parameters (demand and 

supply), relative delivered cost and emissions competitiveness of market participants, trade 

measures and carbon policies. Climate Leadership Council (CLC) has engaged CRU to 

examine possible outcomes of potential BCAs as CRU has extensive experience analysing 

the impact of carbon trade measures for the steel industry. To undertake this analysis, CRU 

has utilised its market leading data on steel demand, trade, production costs and CO2 

emissions for domestic and global steel mills. 

CRU simulated the impact of potential BCAs designed and proposed with CLC (the 

“GASSA simulations”) on the US and European domestic markets as well as non-

market economies. At the present time, steel products can be imported into the US or 

Europe (i.e. the European Union plus EFTA countries) without being penalised for their 

embedded carbon emissions. The proposed GASSA simulations4 – labelled S1 to S4 – 

effectively create a “carbon perimeter” at the borders of the US and Europe which will affect 

the relative competitiveness of participants in the US and European markets. CRU’s impact 

assessment considers the implementation of a BCA on steel flats5 and longs6 steel imports 

into the US and Europe. At a high level, the BCA design for each GASSA simulations is 

defined as follows: 

  

 

1 ”Steel & Aluminium EU-US Joint Statement”, 31 October 2021, United States Trade Representative – https://ustr.gov/about-

us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2021/october/joint-us-eu-statement-trade-steel-and-aluminum 
“Joint EU-US Statement on a Global Arrangement on Sustainable Steel and Aluminium”, 31 October 2021, European 
Commission – https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_5724  

2 The US Department of Commerce designates a list of countries as non-markets economies (NMEs); on that list are several steel 
importers into the US and Europe, including China, Vietnam or Moldova. 

3 Scope 1 and 2 only are considered in this report but Scope 3 could theoretically be included. 

4 These scenarios are speculative and a departure from current market and trade approaches. They may not be consistent with 
WTO rules or other international laws, nor may they be broadly accepted by the countries or industries likely to be impacted. CRU 
is not qualified to comment on the legal, political or diplomatic palatability of the measures proposed in the simulations and other 
alternative mechanisms. 

5 Flats include the sheet steel products hot rolled coil (HRC), cold rolled coil (CRC), coil plate, tinplate and galvanized products 
but excludes reversing mill plate. Flats volumes are rebased in HRC equivalent terms (HRC eq.) using product yields from hot 
rolled coil. 

6 Longs refers to the light products including reinforcing bar (rebar), wire rod and bar but excluding sections, rail and seamless 
pipe products. For this report, the focus is on commodity grade longs, and high-quality longs such as Special Bar Quality (SBQ) 
and Cold Heading Quality (CHQ) are excluded. 

https://www.crugroup.com/consulting/
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2021/october/joint-us-eu-statement-trade-steel-and-aluminum
https://ustr.gov/about-us/policy-offices/press-office/press-releases/2021/october/joint-us-eu-statement-trade-steel-and-aluminum
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_5724


Opportunities for US-EU steel trade agreement DECEMBER 2022 

crugroup.com  PAGE 4  OF 10  

 

• Ad valorem BCA: 

o Simulations S1 and S2 apply an ad valorem charge to the value of the steel imports 

into the US and Europe. The ad valorem charge is determined using a scale with the 

values of 0%, 15%, 25% or 40% depending on the emissions intensity embedded in 

the imported steel. 

o S1: A scale based on Scope 1 and 2 emissions intensity with intensity floor at US 

average intensity is applied to determine an ad valorem tariff applicable to imports of 

0%, 15%, 25% or 40%. 

o S2: A scale based on Scope 1 and 2 emissions intensity with intensity floor at US 

10% best intensity is applied to determine an ad valorem tariff applicable to imports 

of 0%, 15%, 25% or 40%. 

• $/tCO2 BCA charge: 

o Simulations S3 and S4 both apply a $/tCO2 BCA charge linked to the emissions 

intensity of imports into the US and Europe.  

o S3: A 80$/tCO2 charge is applied to imports to replicate the average level of 

protection offered by Section 232 tariffs. 

o S4: A $85/tCO2 charge is applied to imports based on the equivalence with the US 

tax credit for carbon capture, utilisation and storage (CCUS) under the recently 

passed Inflation Reduction Act. The continuation of existing Section 232 tariffs and 

quotas are assumed in S4, but not in S1, S2 and S3. 

The GASSA simulations are compared to a Reference Case that approximates the 2022 

policy environment. This is accomplished by modelling the 2019 market conditions – the most 

year with trade in line with normal conditions – and then running a sensitivity aligned with 

2022 policy conditions. 

1.2. The steel industry in US, Europe and China: commonalities 

and differences 

The US and Europe can build on commonalities observed in their steel markets. CRU’s 

analysis summarised in Figure i and Box 1 Figure ii suggests that the United States (US) and 

Europe7 share similarities on market fundamentals in comparison to China including: 

• Both Europe and US have a higher share of crude steel production via electric arc furnace 

(EAF) processing route in comparison to Chinese production, which is largely dominated 

by blast furnaces (BF-BOF). 

• Of all its trading partners, the US has lowest carbon intensity for flats due to the large 

share of EAF-based flats production (compared to BF-BOF-based production). US longs 

production is EAF-based only (apart from re-rolling capacity), and US longs 

manufacturers have very low average carbon intensity, second only to Canada.  

• European producers have higher emissions intensity than the US producers, but lower 

relative to those in China and many other trading partners. 

• Chinese longs production which is mostly BF-BOF based has the second highest 

intensity at 2.31 tCO2/t finished steel, with only India with a higher overall intensity. 

 

7 Europe refers to EU27+EFTA in this report.  Please refer to the Regions list in the Glossary for regional definitions. 
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• Both Europe and US have limited steel trade with China (less than 5% of total imports in 

2021). 

• On average, US and European steelmakers have higher production costs for both rebar 

and hot-rolled coil (HRC) in comparison to both Chinese steelmakers and the global 

weighted average.  

Figure i: Summary of market fundamentals by country/region 

 

DATA: CRU. Note: * Ex-works site cost 

As an energy-intensive and trade-exposed (EITE) sector, the steel industry is a key 

sector to decarbonise. Decarbonisation targets were enacted into law in Europe and China 

and are a policy goal for the US. The emissions reduction targets are: -55% by 2030 and Net 

Zero by 2050 for Europe, Net-Zero by 2060 for China, -50-52% by 2030 and Net-Zero in 

2050 for the US.  

The steel industry considers various potential routes to ‘green’ production and 

achieve future decarbonisation targets. Among those options, US producers have 

focused on scrap-based EAF production with some now moving to the use of renewable 

electricity to further reduce overall emissions. European and Chinese steel producers appear 

to be leaning towards introducing hydrogen to the steel production value chain; several 

hydrogen-powered projects in both regions have been announced and are expected to be 

built within the next decade. 
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Box 1: Carbon competitiveness of the US steel industry  

According to CRU, production of steel flat products generates, on average, 1.24 tCO2/t steel in the US 

and 1.97 tCO2/t in Europe. Long products manufacturing generates, on average, 0.46 tCO2/t in the US 

and 0.81 tCO2/t in Europe. The US average is roughly half of the global average emissions intensity for 

flat products and is less than a third in the case of long products.  

This significant carbon advantage reflects the high share of scrap-based electric arc furnaces (EAF) – 

which are less emissions-intensive than blast furnace-based manufacture (that converts new iron units 

into steel using coal) – compared to other trading partners. The European average for flats is 15% lower 

than the global average emissions intensity, while the European average for longs is about 55% lower 

than the global average. 

Figure iii: Average Scope 1 and 2 emissions intensity by country/region for flats (HRC eq., LHS) and longs 
(RHS), 2021 

x-axis = import volumes into US (top charts) and into Europe (bottom charts), Mt HRC eq. for flats / Mt for longs;  

y-axis, tCO2/t finished steel 

a. Emissions intensity of imports into the US 

 

b. Emissions intensity of imports into Europe 

 

DATA: CRU. Note: Emissions intensities exclude re-rolling capacity. 
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1.3. Impact of GASSA simulations on the US and European 

steel industry 

A BCA presents substantial opportunities for the US and European steel industries. 

The imposition of a BCA has the potential to increase the cost of imported steel products 

relative to domestic producers due to the higher carbon associated with their manufacture. 

This in turn creates opportunities for domestic steel producers to take greater market share, 

displacing imports and fuelling domestic economic growth and employment. Drawing on 

CRU’s data and market evaluation methodologies (outlined in Box 2), this study quantifies 

these potential impacts.  

Box 2: CRU’s BCA simulation impact assessment methodology 

CRU simulated the impact of various BCA scenarios on steel production in and changes in imports to the 

US and European markets. These simulations relied on the implications of various BCA designs for 

average steel production costs in US and European markets and their trade partners. We assume that 

domestic steel demand in each market is fulfilled from the global market on the basis of minimising total 

delivered costs (reflecting the commoditised nature of these industries). 

Inputs to the model for each market include domestic demand and supply, domestic steel mill production 

costs,8 transport costs, scope 1 and 2 carbon emissions and associated policy costs, and trade duties. 

These inputs are principally drawn from CRU’s market leading data on steel demand, trade, production 

costs and CO2 emissions for domestic and global steel mills. 

Output metrics for domestic mills and major importer regions are generated to assess the impact of a 

BCA, e.g. domestic sales, capacity utilisation, mill costs, product price, margins and value add. These 

outputs are tested, validated and sensitised as part of a robust evaluation process. A graphical 

representation of CRU’s approach is shown in the figure below.  

Illustration of CRU’s behavioural model 

  
DATA: CRU 

 

  

 

8 CRU assumes some importers sell into the US market at variable costs, i.e. at a discount to full costs, in order to remain 
competitive or by requesting to be excluded from Section 232 tariffs. All other things being equal, this may imply long term import 
displacement could be higher than is simulated under the assumption that importer investment costs are ultimately recovered.   
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A BCA could achieve the goals set out in the US-EU agreement of "defend[ing] 

workers, industries and communities from global overcapacity and climate change."9 

A common US-EU approach could reduce emissions-intensive imports, increase the 

value add of the domestic steel industries and reduce the domestic market emissions 

intensity10 in both the US and European markets. Compared to the Reference Case, the 

GASSA simulations results displayed in Figure iii show that: 

• Imports of flats and longs could be reduced respectively by 25-30% and 8-14% in the 

US, 55-62% and 38% in Europe.  

• Value add for flats and longs markets could be increased respectively by 64% and 8-

14% in the US and increase more than double in Europe for both product category.  

• Market emissions intensity for flats and longs markets could be reduced respectively by 

3% and 12-13% in the US, 4% and 10-13% in Europe. 

• Doubling the BCA charge for steel produced in non-market economies fully displaces 

these imports from the US and European markets as it makes them uncompetitive. 

• While both the US and European steel manufacturers can benefit from a BCA, European 

manufacturers would benefit more. This is because the US market is already protected 

by the existing Section 232 policies and Europe does not have the same pre-existing 

trade protections on steel products. 

Careful design can generate positive impacts for the US and European markets, lower 
the carbon intensity of steel consumed in the US and Europe, and close out markets 
to non-market steel production. CRU found several takeaways for policymakers designing 
BCA approaches to substitute for or augment existing trade policies under the GASSA: 

• Substituting existing trade policies – i.e. Section 232 tariffs in the US and the absence of 

pre-existing tariffs in Europe – with a BCA that charges higher tariff rates for more carbon-

intensive imports can improve the commercial and environmental protections for the US 

and European markets (e.g., S1 & S2).  

• Retaining existing Section 232 protections and introducing an additional BCA is more 

protective for producers in the US and European markets than any alternative scenarios 

(e.g., S4).   

• Replacing existing Section 232 tariffs at the US border by a $/tCO2 charge to equal the 

average Section 232 tariff level calculated across all steel products may be less 

protective for some market segments than others (e.g., S3).  

 

9 “Joint EU-US Statement on a Global Arrangement on Sustainable Steel and Aluminium”, 31 October 2021, European 
Commission – https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/IP_21_5724 

10 Market emissions intensity is the average intensity of domestic mills and imports supplying the domestic market. 
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Figure iii: Comparison of Reference Case and GASSA simulations results for a) US and 
European flats and b) US and European longs 

a. US flats (left) and European flats (right) market metrics summary, Reference Case vs 

S1-4 comparison  

 US flats European flats 

 
 Change vs. Reference Case (%) 

 
Change vs. Reference Case (%) 

Simulation # Reference S1 S2 S3 S4 Reference S1 S2 S3 S4 

Product Price $593/t 3.4% 3.4% 3.4% 3.4% $608/t 11.1% 11.1% 10.4% 12.1% 

Sales 48.4 Mt 5.4% 5.4% 5.4% 6.5% 44.6 Mt 22.5% 22.5% 20.2% 22.5% 

Mill value add $1,760m 64.1% 64.1% 64.1% 64.1% $2,181m 168.6% 168.6% 158.9% 183.7% 

Mill unit margin $36/t 55.7% 55.7% 55.7% 54.0% $49/t 119.2% 119.2% 115.4% 131.5% 

Mill margin 6.10% 50.6% 50.6% 50.6% 49.0% 8.00% 97.4% 97.4% 95.1% 106.6% 

Mill capacity utilization (effective) 87.80% 5.0% 5.0% 5.0% 6.0% 85.10% 17.5% 17.5% 15.7% 17.5% 

Importer sales 10.2 Mt -25.5% -25.5% -25.5% -30.9% 16.3 Mt -61.9% -61.9% -55.4% -61.9% 

Imports share 17.40% -25.5% -25.5% -25.5% -30.9% 26.70% -61.9% -61.9% -55.4% -61.9% 

Mill delivered cost $579/t 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.6% $617/t 0.7% 0.7% 0.7% 0.7% 

Importer mill delivered cost $528/t 2.1% 2.1% 2.1% 1.8% $520/t 16.7% 26.3% 16.5% 22.6% 

Market emissions intensity 1.33 tCO2/t -2.6% -2.6% -2.6% -2.6% 2.03 tCO2/t -4.0% -4.0% -4.0% -4.0% 

DATA: CRU.  

b. US longs (left) and European longs (right) market metrics summary, Reference Case vs 

S1-4 comparison  

 US longs European longs 

 
 Change vs. Reference Case (%) 

 
Change vs. Reference Case (%) 

Simulation # Reference S1 S2 S3 S4 Reference S1 S2 S3 S4 

Product Price $641/t 0.6% 1.1% -1.5% 1.1% $683/t 8.9% 8.9% 4.0% 11.0% 

Sales 16.3 Mt 1.8% 4.4% -8.6% 5.1% 38.8 Mt 5.1% 5.1% 5.1% 5.1% 

Mill value add $914m 7.9% 13.6% -19.1% 13.6% $2,505m 99.6% 99.6% 44.6% 123.8% 

Mill unit margin $56/t 6.0% 8.9% -11.5% 8.1% $64/t 89.9% 89.9% 37.6% 112.9% 

Mill margin 8.8% 5.3% 7.7% -10.1% 6.9% 9.40% 74.4% 74.4% 32.2% 91.8% 

Mill capacity utilization (effective) 89.4% 1.8% 4.2% -8.3% 4.9% 85.50% 5.1% 5.1% 5.1% 5.1% 

Importer sales 3.1 Mt -9.4% -22.5% 44.4% -26.5% 5.2 Mt -38.3% -38.3% -38.3% -38.3% 

Imports share 16.2% -9.4% -22.5% 44.4% -26.5% 11.80% -38.3% -38.3% -38.3% -38.3% 

Mill delivered cost $579/t 0.2% 0.5% -1.0% 0.6% $617/t 0.7% 0.7% 0.7% 0.7% 

Importer mill delivered cost $555/t 2.9% 0.7% 3.7% 0.1% $543/t 21.7% 23.6% 12.0% 20.0% 

Market emissions intensity 0.51 tCO2/t -11.9% -12.8% -3.7% -12.8% 0.91 tCO2/t -10.4% -10.3% -12.9% -12.9% 

DATA: CRU.  
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1.4. Conclusions 

A carefully designed BCA creating a Scope 1 and 2 “carbon perimeter” around the US 
and European steel market may yield significant economic benefits and increase 
industry competitiveness in both regions. The low-emissions positioning of the US steel 
industry and the absence of wide-ranging trade tariffs at the European border are current 
realities that can be leveraged by a carefully designed BCA to deliver on the goals set out in 
the US-EU agreement.  

CRU’s analysis suggests that the implementation of a BCA could reduce imports and 

market emissions intensity as well as increase value add for the US and Europe steel 

industries. The GASSA simulations shows a BCA could reduce the combined imports of 

flats and longs by 25-30% in the US and 50-55% in Europe, as well as increase the value 

add by 35-45% for the US industry and at least double value add for the European industry. 

Maintaining these outcomes in the long term will depend on the relative pace and associated 

productive efficiencies of decarbonisation domestically, as well as on national carbon policies 

in the US and Europe compared to those implemented by other importing nations. 
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